Signs and Symptoms of Dyscalulia
Dyscalculia is not the same as maths anxiety, but people with dyscalculia can react strongly to activities involving mathematics, for instance they may get upset or frustrated when playing board games.

 

Keep in mind that all people can occasionally struggle with maths. Those with dyscalculia will struggle to a greater extent than their peers, and their difficulties will continue over time.

 
	Sign or Symptom
	Yes / No

	Pre-school children


	

	Has trouble learning to count
	

	Struggles to connect a number to an object, such as knowing that “3” applies to groups of things like 3 cakes, 3 cars, etc.
	

	Struggles to recognise patterns, like smallest to largest or tallest to shortest
	

	Schoolchildren (aged 5-12)

	

	Has difficulty learning and recalling basic number facts such as number bonds, e.g. 6+4=10
	

	Still uses fingers to count instead of using more advanced strategies like mental maths
	

	Poor understanding of the signs +, -, X and ÷ or may confuse these mathematical symbols
	

	Struggles to recognise that 3+5 is the same as 5+3 or may not be able to solve 3+26-26 without calculating
	

	Has trouble with place value, often putting numbers in the wrong column
	

	May not understand maths language or be able to devise a plan to solve a maths problem
	

	Finds it difficult to understand maths phrases like greater than and less than
	

	Has trouble keeping score in sports or games
	

	Has difficulty working out the total cost of items and can run out of money
	

	May avoid situations that require understanding numbers, like playing games that involve maths
	


Information from the Dyslexia Association:  https://www.dyslexia.uk.net/specific-learning-difficulties/dyscalculia/the-signs-of-dyscalculia/
