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	Year 1 Newsletter
	Autumn 1 Half Term 2021

	Welcome to Year One
The Year 1 Team has really enjoyed meeting our fantastic new cohort and their families. The children have settled so well into their classes and are having a great time challenging themselves as they learn and grow. Please see your child’s class web page to see them engaging with their along with further resources to continue their learning at home.
Phonics
The children have two time-tabled phonic sessions a day as well as constant phonic learning opportunities throughout the day. Please see the Phonic section within the Year 1 part of the Home Learning Section of our school website for practical support. Each class webpage also contains links to Phonic Sound Mats as well as various videos that help make phonics more accessible. 
	Reading 
In our school phonics and reading is central to our learning. We have updated our home reading policy as detailed in email dated 3rd September. To further support home reading there will be a sheet attached to the Home Reading Record with helpful hints to support your child within their reading level. Books will continue to be assigned to each child on Collins Reading each Wednesday. Password reminders will be in each child’s book bags.
Each week in class your child will explore a different class text that will be the basis of our writing that week. Your child will also have lots of opportunities to reading individually and within a group in class as they read for pleasure and to further secure their phonic knowledge.
The children from each class love their days that end with their teacher sharing their class book and we have already ended some days on cliffhangers.

Voluntary Contribution
As the children learn about the human body and our senses; we engage in various experiments to explore our sense of taste and touch. Any voluntary contribution would be greatly appreciated as we purchase items for said experiments. We ask that voluntary contributions be sent in a envelope clearly labelled ‘Year 1 Voluntary Contributions’.

Mathematics
In KS1 we follow White Rose Math planning and use various resources and strategies to support our developing mathematical understanding.
Math homework will be sent home each Friday. Some homework will be practical whereas some weeks it will be in the form of a worksheet. 
Numbot password reminders will also be in book bags.
Each Friday a child from each class will take their class’ Math Monkey home to explore the math around them during their weekend. The children are very excited for their turn!

	Our Topic this half term is ‘Ourselves’. We look at how we have changed through babyhood and being a toddler to the big Year 1 children we are now. It would be greatly appreciated if families could send in a picture of your child as a baby/toddler as it helps to add context to the children’s learning. All pictures will be copied and the original will be returned immediately.

Year 1 Parent and Teacher meetings will be held on Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th October. Please await a further letter to book your appointment.
	



Kind Regards
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